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Letter from the Editor

The idea for this magazine came from
a deep love for all things Disney. I grew
up watching Disney movies, counting
down to yearly Los Angeles trips (which
eventually expanded to three or four times
a year) and belting out my own renditions
of A Whole New World.
As I grew older, this love for Disney became a tie to my childhood that I
refused to sever out of fear of becoming
an “adult.” While I could always proclaim
my adolescent love to my family, I was
usually given odd stares by friends when
I told them my favorite place was the
Happiest Place on Earth. I had even more
battles when I moved from Northern California to New York for school and had to
defend Disneland as being a better place
compared to Walt Disney World.
Then, one day, I found a community

Photos courtesy of Rick_Chavez

of individuals who were not only Disney
lovers, but an actual family. I first heard
about MouseWait from my mother who
downloaded the application in early 2010.
She has yet to create an account, but she
was always an avid lurker and would text
me with random updates with photos that
she found in the Lounge.
Then, when I had the incredible opportunity to live in Burbank, CA for a
semester while interning for a television
show, I bought my first Annual Passport
and decided to give this app my mother
was always raving about a try. To this day,
I have been thankful that I chose to do so.
While I have only met two MWers (the
famous SueBayou and Vinylchaser) for
a total time of about 45 seconds, I have
made many friends on the site that I am
eager to meet more. From the recipients

of my RAKs to those generous enough
to send me gifts, as well as the wonderful
MatterCam Land crew, I have felt more
than welcome at MouseWait.
I have to give major thanks to Chris.
for supplying a majority of the photos
that adorn this publication, as well as
LilSterner, BCC and Rick_Chavez who
were more than happy to contribute
photos. Also, a huge round of applause to
everyone who took the time to fill out my
annoying poll questions, as well as BCC
who read it over with a careful eye. Your
feedback is what made this magazine so
incredible! Finally, huge thanks to our
wonderful Admin for allowing this publication to be created for MouseWait , not
just for a random school project!
Thanks for all the love and support,
----Kyla (Kshea970)
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The Man Behind the ‘Wait

MouseWait has become more than
just an application used for wait times
while in the parks. It has evolved from
being a simple application to a thriving
community. People all over the world
depend on the application to keep them
up to date about all things Disney.
While MouseWait can be considered
a work of magic, the man behind that
magic is Kelly Johns.
KShea970: Where did the idea for MouseWait come from?
Admin: I was extremely excited when I
heard about the launch of the iPhone app
store and I knew my idea was revolutionary. When I was figuring out what my first
app would be, I knew it had to be something
that included Disneyland since that was our
favorite place. My wife and I went on our
first date there, we got married there and our
kids have grown up there. We’ve had annual
passes continuously since we first started
dating over 18 years ago.
KS: What were your biggest challenges?
Admin: It took almost a year to get it ready
for release, and we had tons of struggles
because the economy collapsed after we
started development and our development
team had to learn to code for the iPhone
SDK from scratch since we’d never done it
before. It was costing a lot of money and of
course we had zero revenue the entire time
up until launch. So it was turning into a bigger and bigger risk since I had so much time
and money invested in it.

KS: When did it first launch? Was it successful?
Admin: We finally launched in October
2009 and I really didn’t know how it would
go. I built in the things I knew I would want
in a Disneyland iPhone app - things that
I thought were helpful. Immediately we
started to get rave reviews in the app store,
people loved it even though it was very
basic. These reviews inspired me to keep
improving the app. Originally the goal was
for my company to create a lot of apps, but
the excitement of the original members was
contagious and it really pushed me to keep
making it better. Reviews are so important
to app developers because I’ve known
several who abandon projects purely on the
reviews. The feedback is what motivates me
to continue on.
KS: Did you ever expect a community to
evolve like it did, to the point that you were
hosting meet-ups at the Grand?
Admin: I actually never expected people to
meetup, I thought everyone would remain
anonymous in the Lounge, so I was so
surprised to see the meet-ups come together
and people actually creating friendships
through the app. I believe this is one of
MWs greatest achievements - the long-lasting friendships which have developed and
lasted through the years. The birthday last
year at the Grand was very surreal for me
since I’d always dreamed of having a large
convention there. When I walked into the
room I thought it looked huge and didn’t
know how we were going to fill it - then

Kelly Johns, creator of MouseWait, poses with his family at the 2011
Birthday Bash.

Disney 101 with Admin
What is your favorite...
Ride: Space Mountain
Area: I love to gaze at the Rivers
of America and the ambiance of
New Orleans Square. I love to sit at
Rancho del Zocalo at night where
I can hear and see the Big Thunder
Mountain Railroad passing by, the
western music and the flickering
lights. I also love it anywhere on
Main Street, especially at
Christmas time.
Food: I love the fried chicken at the
Plaza Inn and the nachos at White
Water Snacks.
Restaurant: Napa Rose is one
of the best restaurants in Orange
County, and Storytellers is also
really good.

when everyone came in there was barely
enough room, it was crazy.
KS: Any hints on new things to come?
Admin: I have lots of cool things planned
for MW - my goal has always been to connect Disney fans who share the love of the
Parks and long to be there all the time. I’ve
learned that there is a special group of people
who really understand the Magic of Disneyland and most of this group is on MW!
KS: Why are you a Disney fan?
Admin: I am a Disney fan because of the
way Walt created another world - when you
walk through those gates you forget about
your problems and create memories that last
generations. It takes a special person and
a great visionary to tell a story through an
amusement park and through its attractions
and that is what Walt did with Disneyland.
I still remember going with my grandparents, and now,when we ride it’s a small
world, I tell my kids about how my grandpa
loved watching me on it. It is a part of our
history - like a living scrapbook. It is such
a privledge to walk through those gates and
frequent a place that is known around the
world. No one does it like Disney - lots of
people have tried to copy Walt and they’ve
all fallen short. It is inspiring every time we
go.
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What MouseWait Means To You...

ASHLEYLYNN22--I would spend nights upon nights
just glued to my phone reading everything! My father
has taken me to Disneyland every year since I was
three, so for 18 years Disneyland has been a huge
part of my life. After joining the MW family I discovered a whole new love for Disney. I’ve met some
of my best friends here, and became part of this
amazing family.

GIA0330--I joined in August of 2010 for the wait times. I finally

FRIENDS

found the lounge a few months later, but assumed it was just for when
you were in the parks! After winning an in park RAK from Jo_ohanna
and Nvts, I became more active. After my first meetup in May 2011, I
realized what a great group of people were here! I have met so many
amazing folks...and some have become very close friends. MW is more
than just a Disney app for me. It’s a place where life-long friendships are formed with people from all different backgrounds who
share not just a love of Disney but also have that little bit of magic that
can only be found in a true Disney fan!

KIMANTHA--I found MW when G2T became obsessed and wouldn’t put his phone down. I finally
decided to join to see what all the hype was about
and was instantly hooked. I love MW because I have
made great friends and it makes going to Disney
way better.

KINDNESS

MADSDAD--I joined last May after my first trip with Mads last

KNOWLEDGE

March to try and get more out of our next trip .I was blown away on
how much all the various resource tabs helped me plan our next trip. I
also lurked about the Lounge all the time. It was amazing how much I
felt connected to Disneyland and how much more the lounge made my
anticipation grow, in a good way. After our summer trip I became a full
time MW addict, and began to enjoy participating in the lounge.
Everyone has been so incredibly kind to Mads and I. I have also
made the most amazing friends here!

SPACERAYNGER--I actually stumbled upon MouseWait from
a woman who was standing in front of me waiting to board the
tram. I just noticed that she was looking at wait times for the
atractions so I decided to look it up on my phone. From then
on, I lurked around the lounge for a few months and now have
met so many awesome people and have gained more knowl-

edge because of this app and from the MWers that always
share a fun fact. I’m so happy I came across this app thanks
to the woman standing in front of me!
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We’re nothing if not a family...
From Birthday Bash to Family Reunion, with a sprinkling of meet-ups in the
meantime, MouseWaiter’s are famous for their get togethers!

MouseWait Birthday Bash 2011
Photos courtesy of CJ, Cass and H3D
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#Meet-up!

Take a look at some of the meet-ups
that MWers have hosted over the years
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The Artists of
MouseWait

Each issue, we’ll
feature a few of our
talented artists! Get
to know the future
Disney animators!

SidneyDisney

TheLionGeek
Age: 18
Favorite Disney movie:
The Lion King (thus the screen
name!)
Favorite thing to draw:
Disneyland Park scenarios
Inspiration: Disneyland
itself-- the unique styles of the
different lands are great for a
dose of inspiration as well as
the Disney animated films that
I have admired all my life.
Future plans: I will be attending CSU Fullerton, pursuing a degree in art/animation/illustration. My goal is to become an animator for the Walt Disney
Animation Studios and focus on character development.
Beginnings: I started drawing at the age of 3. I am selftaught; the first art class I ever took was last year during my
junior year of high school. My teacher quickly advanced me
to the AP Studio Art class.
The origin of Jake: I drew Jake for the first time back in 6th
grade. He’s gone through several names and face-lifts, but
finally found his home
with MouseWait. My love and
knowledge
of Disneyland and the
support
of the MW family has
inspired me
to continue with Jake’s
shenanigans
at the Park. I’m thankful that I have
found a place to share
my obsession
with others about
the Happiest
Place on Earth!

Jake can be
seen in
various situations on
TheLionGeek’s
MW page!

Age: 16
Inspiration: My inspiration
would have to be Walt Disney
or Glenn Keane. My motto
when I draw my own things
from my imagination is, “Everyone is a child at heart and
everyone has a dream.” Walt
and Glenn manage to portray
these emotions in their characters, just like I try to do in
mine. That is the very reason
that I look up to them.
Favorite thing to draw: My favorite Disney items to draw
are Disney characters. I especially love working on the Disney
Princesses because of their facial expressions!
Future plans: I would love to be a character designer for either
disney or pixar! I have always looked up too people like glenn
keane and i want to be able to fill their shoes and maybe work
with them! I mean who wouldnt want to say they designed a
disney princess!?
Favorite disney movie: I love The Rescuers because of the
adventure! I also love Tangled because the artistic ability in
the film is unbelieveably
talented.

Ariel, right, and Rapunzel left
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MouseWait 101
with Sweet_Irish_Cream

Tip #1: How to avoid the ”Fog”

For whatever reason, I think this seems to be mainly a Droid problem,
when you are in a low service area (from my understanding).

1. After you hit submit, STAY on that screen until you see the message of success shown for the photo. This shouldn’t take long, and if
it does, it’s especially important to stay on that page because it could
mean the service is slower at that point and your chances of a gray
photo are sky high.
2. After it says ‘Success’ PLEASE just take a second to check and
make sure it uploaded correctly. If it didn’t, follow the steps in the last
photo and DELETE the photo yourself. It is your responsibility as the
poster to make sure it loaded properly or gets deleted promptly.
3. If you are having trouble getting into the lounge on a busy day, to
upload or check on your photo, it is best to wait until you have the service needed to post the photo properly---instead of flooding the lounge
with blank or gray photos.

Tip #2: What’s the crowd index?

With summer approaching, here’s a great way to predict crowds!
1. From the Rules and FAQs:: “How is this number accurate?
MouseWait has the most real-time wait time submissions in the
world and we have designed our advanced algorithm to select the
most accurate times, mixed w/ several other factors, to generate the
MWCI real-time.
2. We also have a large number of MouseWaiters in the park at any
given time who help by adding wait times. Admin works so hard on
these helpful tools for us, it is so important to remember to take just
a couple seconds to enter wait times and help Admin!
3. It is the best and fastest way to rack up some points too! Once
you get the hang of it, it almost becomes 2nd nature. Your wait
times not only help keep MW #1, but will continue to feed the
Crowd Index with accurate information so that we can all retire our
crystal balls.

Tip #3: Profile pictures
Profile pics are important in order to separate
you from shady users
(for the most part).
1. Start on your MW dashboard, scroll down till
you see ‘Your MouseRank’, click that and you
should see the profile pic option.
2. Click the camera icon and pick your photo.
Since MW is ages 13 and up, we very kindly ask
that it is a family friendly photo.
3. Depending on MW maintenance and other
factors, your profile pic could take a bit of time to
ether show up your switch. Your patience on this
is very much appreciated!
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A Friendly Game of Astro Blasters

March 21, 2012

March 3, 2012

March 24, 2012

February 11, 2012

February 29, 2012

Photos courtesy of Vinylchaser and BCC
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Astro Blasters 101 with BCC
Circle
100 Points
Lit: 500 Points

Diamond
5000 Points
Lit: 1000 Points
Triangle
10000 Points
Lit: 50000 Points

Square
1000 Points
Lit: 5000 Points

How to increase your score in 3 easy steps

1. Step
into your
buggie. This
is where the
magic will happen.

3. Zurg
targets
are worth
the most!

2.
AIM!
The red
dot shows where
your laser will hit.
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“It Don’t Mean A Thing, If It Ain’t Got That Swing”
Saying Goodbye to a Tradition
by: Caramiapooh

I have always loved to dance. It’s in my blood.
It seems that every family gathering we have,
it always ends in some kind of dancing. I am
pretty sure I got it from my Grandma. My
Grandpa would always tell us that she was the
best dancer back in the day and one of their
favorite places to go dancing was Carnation
Plaza Gardens at Disneyland.
Back in 1996, my sister and some friends
were at Disneyland one night when they
stumbled upon a big band playing with a lot
of people dancing. Most of the dancers were
dressed like they were back in the 40’s. My
sister came home and told me about this
place called Carnation Plaza Gardens because she knew how much I loved to dance.
It intrigued me and by the next weekend, I
was at Disneyland watching these dancers.
It looked like so much fun!
I have a friend that was into the 40’s era
and we decided to go check it out ourselves.
After about a month of watching, I finally
got the courage to ask one of the dancers to
teach me some steps. His name was Peter
and he said he would love to teach me.
So he took me over the little bridge that
connects Carnation Plaza Gardens to the
Castle and on that walkway along the left
of the Castle, I learned my first steps. I was
hooked!
From that point on, my life was all about
going swing dancing. This was also when
I purchased my first Premium Pass. Swing
dancing was slowly beginning to become
a fad, so there were some clubs I could go
dance at during the week, pretty much every
night! But as soon as the weekend came,
you would always find me at Carnation

Plaza Gardens.
During the summer they would have
swing dancing on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday nights, but during the off-season, it
was just on Saturday and Sunday. I was into
swing dancing so much that I changed my
license plate on my car to “JUSWING” and
the frame around it said, “It Don’t Mean
A Thing, If It Ain’t Got That Swing”!!!
I danced at Disneyland for a good seven
years.
I met some amazing people while dancing there. This
is where I met Dave. He was
a CM back then, working as
a character. I became really
good friends with some of
his friends that were also
characters. I can remember
in between the dance sets, I
would hop on the monorail
and get off at the Disneyland
Hotel and visit them if they
were working at Goofy’s
Kitchen! I would then get
back on the monorail and go
back to the Plaza.
I also remember going
down to Coke Corner and
dancing by the piano during

the breaks. Dave’s Grandma would come
every Saturday, with his Aunt, and they
would watch us dance. Soon everyone
in my family, including my aunts, uncles,
cousins and Grandparents, had Premium
passes and would come and watch me
dance every weekend.
There were so many people that we
would see every weekend, just to watch us
dance. I think for many of the people that
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lived back in that era, this was a way for
them to step back into time. The crowds
back when I danced were pretty big! They
provided so much enthusiasm for us dancers! The jam sessions we would have were
out of control!
Some of the lifts and tricks the dancers
pulled off were incredible. Unfortunately
when others see people doing these lifts
and tricks, they think they can do them as
well and end up getting hurt. Next thing we
knew, there was a sign on the edges of the
dance floor that said no lifts! We also got
in trouble a time or two for pouring baby
powder on the dance floor to make is more
slippery and easier to dance on. Soon that
sign also included
not pouring anything on the dance
floor. Oops.
I saw a lot of
changes during
the years that I
was dancing there.
There was a place
that served food
and ice cream back
where all the tables
are on the outside
of the dance floor.
It was perfect
because in between
sets, we could cool
off with a nice
scoop of Carnation
ice cream! Soon,
that was taken out.
There were a few
times when they had to put a new dance
floor in or change the stage, so they would
have to relocate us for the time being. They
moved us once to the Golden Horseshoe
and another time to where the Princess
Fantasy Faire is located now. But they
always moved us back.
The bands that came to play when I
danced were incredible! Dave had a big
part in getting some of the great bands to
play on the weekends at Disneyland. You
could find some of these bands playing at
the other clubs we would all go to. One
of the places we would go dancing at on
Monday nights was called Birraporetti’s, at
South Coast Plaza. John Stamos was there
one night and asked a friend of mine if he
could come and teach him, Rebecca and
their wedding party how to swing dance. I
was lucky enough to go with my friend to

John’s home and teach them all to dance.
He then invited us to go to the wedding and
dance there! It was amazing! Another time,
another friend of mine was asked to go
dance at a private party where the band Big
Bad Voodoo Daddy’s was playing. This
was before anyone really knew about that
band. Again, I was lucky enough to go and
dance at that party. I also attended a swing
camp in Catalina and Camp Hollywood
as well. Many people that I danced with
at Carnation Plaza Gardens were at those
camps as well.
Carnation Plaza Gardens has a huge history of some of the finest bands and signers
playing on the stage. Some of those were
Count Basie, The Elliot Brother’s, Benny
Goodman, Duke Ellington, Les Brown,
Tommy Dorsey and
Buddy Rich, just to
name a few. They
would have extended
hours until 1 am on
Friday’s and Saturday’s and called it
“Date Nite”. Everyone would come all
dressed up and dance
the night away! Walt,
himself, danced at
Carnation Plaza Gardens frequently.
There was a
cute older couple
that used to come
dancing when I
was there. Their names were Rose and
Dub. They had danced at Carnation Plaza
Gardens pretty much every weekend from
when it opened until they passed away.
There is a DVD that I have which has
the “Date Nite” dancing on it and Rose is
there as a teen dancing. She once saw Walt
watching the dancers and had a chance
to speak with him. She had told him that
she was worried that one day they would
get rid of the dancing. Walt told her, “Not
as long as I’m alive.” I wish he were still
alive. He would not want this Disney history to fade away and be gone. He would
still want to see the red and white roof and
that dance floor packed with people of all
ages enjoying themselves and creating
memories that will last a lifetime.
Saturday, April 28, 2012, was a very
sad day. There were so many people there

to say good-bye. It was nice to see all of
my dear friends that I became friends with
over 15 years ago. I was able to step back
into time with them and dance the night
away. The music may have stopped, but we
kept dancing until they made us leave.
I am grateful that my Grandparent’s had
the chance to see me dance where they
once danced, that I was able to dance with
both of them on that floor and that I was
able to watch the two of them step back
into time and dance like they once did.
Carnation Plaza Gardens is more then just
a dance floor. It’s a place where you can
leave everything at the door and step back
into a time and dance where Walt once
danced.
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Melding the lines between work and play
Many know that BaseballMickey_CM participated in the Disney College Program, but
few know what that experience entailed. The
paid internship experience gives college students the ability to not only learn from The
Walt Disney Company, but to also immerse
themselves in the theme park industry. For
BBM, the program was a highlight of his
college experience.
KShea970: When were you in the program?
BaseballMickey_CM: I was in the program
from January 2011 to August 2011.
KS: Why did you want to choose this path?
BBM: I wanted to do this program because
I’ve always dreamed about working at Disneyland and spending a lot of time there. I
was also ready for a new challege.
KS: What was the application process like?
BBM: The application process was in 4 steps.
1) Attend the live presentation at your college
(which I did), 2) Fill out and turn in the online
application, 3) complete an online interview
and 4) complete a phone interview. This process usually takes about four to six weeks, but
I went from the school presentation to being
accepted into the program in less than a week.
KS: What does the program entail? Classes?
In-park work?
BBM: Yes, the program does involve classes
with Disney along with working in the park
at a full-time status. You are able to choose
up to 2 classes per term (there are two terms).
These classes are taught by Cast Member
teachers, whom all were park cast members at
some point.

program was just getting used to talking to
people. I’m a quiet person and not really social with people, so I had to break out of that.
Also, I learned that there’s a lot more than just
being a Stores CM and learning the merchandise, but I had to learn the names of all of the
restaurants and stores of both parks and how
to tell a guest directions on how to get from
point A to point B in a simple way.
KS: What’s the best part?
BBM: Wow, the best part... well my favorite part of working in stores is seeing guests
smile. Especially when little kids grasping
onto that Mickey plush that they won’t let go
of and make their parents grab another one so
I can scan the price. From that day on, they’re
going to cherish that Mickey for the rest of
their lives and remember the time they went to
Disneyland. So selling and providing tangible
memories of their magical visit is the best.
Also, being in the park every single weekend
and meeting MWers is fun too.
KS: Any stories to share?
BBM: There are a lot of stories to share. Probably the one that comes to my mind first is
my tour of Walt’s Apartment on Main Street.
I wrote about it and posted it on MW, so you
can read it there. But another one was when
the first time a big group of MWers came by to
say hi. It was around this time of year and I believe it was Tone’s Birthday. They were having
a meetup (of about 10) and were going around
the park. I was working in the Bazaar and I
heard “KEVIN!” It was them and invaded my

store (with their glow swords) and all wanted
to say hi and meet me. We ended up talking
more about baseball than Disney.
KS: What are your future goals?
BBM: Any future goals- well, I’m trying to
get trained to embroider the leather bracelets
in Frontierland and/or a Hat writer. And also,
maybe become a trainer for new CMs because
I like to teach and help get started and answer
their questions. But beyond stores, I’d love to
work for either Radio Disney or Disney Channel because I’m getting my degree in that field
and I’ve been a fan of both for practically my
whole life.
KS: How did you find MW?
BBM: I looked it up in the app store right
before I became an AP, but didn’t really
post anything until a few months later. I just
“lurked” and watched this community grow
from the start.
KS: How has the app effected your experience as a CM?
BBM: I thank Admin for creating this place
because without MW, I wouldn’t be a Cast
Member. It was because of another CM in the
Lounge that offered her assistence in answering my questions about the College Program
and becoming a Cast Member. Also, MW has
helped me become informed about the news
around the park, Pin trading and Vinylmation
in general (I had no idea about both when I
first started), and taught me new ways to enjoy
DL than before.

KS: Do you still take classes at your university? If so, is it difficult to balance?
BBM: Yes, I did take 4 other classes at my
home school, Cal State Fullerton, at the same
time when I did the program. Some advice
to anyone thinking about doing the program,
either take a semester off or wait until you
graduate to do the college program. Working
almost 40 hours a week and worrying about
other homework is a LOT! If I didn’t have my
other classes to attend, I could have participated in a lot more events.
KS: Where do you work in park?
BBM: During the College Program, I worked
in stores, mostly in Adventureland/Frontierland and I still currently work there.
KS: What is the biggest challenge you’ve
faced in the program?
BBM: The biggest challenge during the

BBM along with three MouseWaiters who stopped by to visit him while at work
in Adventureland.
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The Man Behind the Mouse

“It’s kind of fun to
do the impossible.”
--Walter Elias Disney

The impossible is exactly what Walt
Disney set out to do when he moved
from the Midwest to Hollywood in
order to pursue his dreams. Born in
1901 to Flora and Elias Disney, Walt
grew up among the fields in Marceline,
Missouri.
While living on the farm in Missouri, Walt discovered his passion for
drawing. His learning path was not
conventional. Rather than honing his
skills in the classroom, Walt learned
by drawing pictures of his neighbor’s
horse, Rupert. He spent days outside,
learning to capture the curvature of the
jaw, the lines of the hair and the flare of
the nostril.
Marceline also helped Walt develop
a love for trains—a hobby of his that
extended well into his later life. Marceline was home to the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Railway, which enabled
him to go down to the tracks and watch

them go by. In addition to
watching, he would put his
ear down to the tracks in order to see when the next train
would be coming through.
When Walt was eight, the
family moved from Marceline to Kansas City. It was
here that he began to attend
Saturday courses at Kansas
City Art Institute, and also
received his first glance into
the world of vaudeville and
An example of one of Walt’s Alice cartoons
motion pictures courtesy of a from his early animation days.
friend at his school. Another
more open to his type of business. With
influential part of Kansas City
was Electric Park. The park, located 15 the help of his brother Roy, Walt moved
the company to Hollywood, California.
blocks from their home, was a major
Walt’s first major cartoon project
influence for his design of Disneyland.
while in Hollywood was not Mickey
In 1917, the family moved back
Mouse, nor was it Oswald. In fact, the
to Chicago, and Walt began to take
major character wasn’t even animated.
night classes at Chicago Art Institute
Walt’s Alice Comedies, starring Virgina
at the same time that he attended high
school. Walt never finished high school, Davis, involved Davis acting alongside
because at the onset of World War I, he animated characters while interacting in
an animated world. The series quickly
dropped out at the age of 16 in order
became known as Alice’s Wonderland
to join the army. He tried lying on his
and was the beginning of the Disney
form in order to be accepted, but he
Brothers’ Studio. It was at this studio
was unsuccessful. When he couldn’t
that Walt met and hired a young woman
join through the military, he and his
friend joined the Red Cross, where they named Lillian Bounds in 1925. They
worked as ambulance drivers in France. married later that year.
It wasn’t until 1927 that a semi-faAfter the war, Walt decided to pursue
miliar
Disney face emerged, but the
a career as a newspaper artist in Kansas
character
was not a Disney original.
City. This did not last because soon his
Oswald the Lucky Rabbit was drawn
entrepreneurial spirit emerged, and he
and created by Disney’s previous
created his first company with a friend
called “Iwerks-Disney Commercial Art- business partner, Ubbe Iwerks. They
lost control of Iwerks creation in 1928
ists.” Unfortunately, it was short lived.
when Universal laid claim to the popuDisney’s next venture was in his
chosen niche of animation. He struck a lar character due to the cartoon having
been distributed through Universal
deal with local theatre owner Frank L.
Newman, and began to screen cartoons Pictures.
Devastated by the loss of Oswald,
at his theatre under the title of LaughDisney
planned a comeback. His comeO-Grams. The cartoons became popular
back
would
enable him to climb the
in the Kansas City area, enabling Walt
entertainment ladder, hand in hand with
to create his own studio. He quickly
began to hire animators to continue the a little mouse who soon became known
as Mickey.
business, but his poor financial skills
caused the company to go bankrupt.
Rather than let this stop him, he set his
Future installments of Walt’s history can be
read in upcoming editions of The Hub.
eyes on a new city, one that would be

Visitor Reviews
“We went to the
museum on opening weekend. It
was amazing. I was
blown away by the
amount of detail and
how much hard work
went into creating
not just the Disneyland park, but all of
the movies, shorts,
cartoons, etc.”
--Lisamouse7531
“The museum is
a must do if you
are in bay area.
Very well done, my
favorite part is the
Disneyland room
of course! Diane
should be proud.”
--Connielu
“In each room they
have phones that you
hear interviews from
people that actually
had something to
do with what you’re
looking at. They
always have special
events. When I went,
they had an animator from Pixar who
actually drew some
of the characters
from some of their
movies.”
--bobster56

A Disney Family Affair

Hidden deep in San Francisco is a magical museum like no other
While Disneyland is mostly
controlled by the Walt Disney
Company, the family of the late
Walt Disney still has some history to share. Nestled deep in
the Presidio of San Francisco,
the museum opened three years
ago after the family decided that
they wanted to educate the public on how Walt got his start, and
how the movies and Parks were
eventually formed.
“The museum really gives
you a better appreciation of
Disney because you see all the
little details that most people
tend to overlook when they visit
the parks or think of ‘Disney’ in
general,”PBandJ said. “There
are a ton of animated artifacts,
like Mickey Mouses’s original
sketch and other great finds that
you can’t see anywhere else but
the museum.
The 40,000 square foot space
in the main Museum building
features the newest technology
and historic materials and artifacts to bring Disney’s achievements to life, with interactive
galleries that include early
drawings and animation, movies, music, listening stations, a
12-foot in diameter model of
Disneyland, and more.
At the museum, visitors can
expect to find multiple exhibits

outlining the process of Walt’s
career. From a replica of the Red
Cross vehicle Disney drove in
WWII to a wall mural showing
animation slides from one of his
first clips, the museum is sure
to enthrall not only Disney fans,
but history enthusiasts as well.
For EpicDio, the historical
aspects stood out. Instead of
focusing onDisneyland, an emphasis is placed on better understanding who Walt was, how he
went about forming his legacy
and the challenges he faced.
The part I loved was learning
about Walt’s childhood and the
struggles he faced as an animator,” EpicDio said. “Also, there
is an extensive view of Oswalt
and the transition from him to
the mouse we know today.”
The task of completing the
Walt Disney Family Museum
was not an easy one. The
project took a total of 847
days to finish the 55,000
square foot space. They
opened their doors during the celebration weekend of Disneyland’s 55th anniversary.
The decision to pursue a
Disney museum came from the
Walt Disney Family Foundation. According to the founding executive director, Richard

Benefield, they were horrified
by surveys that showed a large
modern audience thought that
Disney was an invented character.
Overall, audiences could not
be happier. Whether they are old
Walt fans or new to the world
of Disney, the museum offers
not only a look into the world of
imagination, but into the inspiration that helped Walt to create
the world we know
and love.

Walt along with his wife, Lilly.
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Mickey’s Soundsational Parade

Mickey’s Soundsational Parade is filled with a chorus of live
musicians, dancers, thrilling rhythms, bold percussion, Disney Characters and whimsical floats that bring to life beloved
melodies from classic Disney movies. Mickey leads the way
at the head of a syncopated drum line. Best of all, you’re
encouraged to join!

“Remember... Dreams Come True” Fireworks

Watch in wonder as fireworks burst across the sky high
above Sleeping Beauty Castle. Experience the biggest nighttime celebration in Disney history as you celebrate the
wishes, dreams and imagination of Walt Disney. Rekindle
your fondest memories with this breathtaking fireworks show
that touches the heart and inspires the imagination.

The Wonderful World of Color

The World of Color nighttime water spectacular
weaves water, color, fire and light into a kaleidoscope of fantasy and imagination. More than 1,000
jets of water form incredible shapes in time to
the music as Disney characters come to life on a
shimmering veil of mist.

Photos courtesy of Chris.
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Famous Characters

Photos courtesy of Chris.
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HAPPY HAUNTINGS
At DISNEYLAND
Many people enjoy the occasional ghost story, but few know about the hauntings that
occur at our very own Disneyland Park. From a 10-year-old ghost named Timmy to
multiple glimpses of apparitions roaming the parks late at night, the following
stories are sure to give a chill.

The Boys of Tom Sawyer Island

Throughout the years, three boys have drowned in
the Rivers of America at Disneyland. Two of them
were reported to have been brothers. Decades ago,
visitors were actually allowed to swim in the Rivers
of America, and when the younger brother began to
struggle and drown, his older brother jumped in to
save him, subsequently drowning as well. The third
boy is said to have been a Grad Night participant,
who after consuming alcohol, tried to swim across
the Rivers of America and died. It has been reported
that two or three apparitions have been seen on the
island after closing, but when cast members go over
to make sure no guests are left in the park, they find
nobody there.

Timmy in Wonderland?

Of all the places in Disneyland to find a ghost,
it’s almost guaranteed that the Alice in Wonderland attraction would be last on somebody’s
haunted list. However, this Fantasyland attraction
is home to one of Disney’s best-known haunts.
Supposedly, the ghost of a 10 year-old boy
named Timmy haunts the attraction. While some
visitors claim to see the apparition, others have
undergone an extreme change in emotion while
on the ride or felt their hair being tugged.
According to MWers that have experienced
supernatural feelings while on the rides, Timmy
usually participates in his shenanigans in the
Queen’s Garden.
For others, Timmy is the source of blame for
whenever a ride malfunctions.
However, the legend of Timmy will have to
stay just that—a haunting that may just be better
off left to the imagination.

A Haunted Illusion
There are definitely not a lack of ghost stories circulating
around about the Happiest Place on Earth, but surprisingly
enough, The Haunted Mansion attraction does not have any
substantial claims. While the Mansion is based around the idea
that there are 999 ghosts, with room for one more, that 1,000th
ghost has yet to arrive. However, there are rumors that every
year, a number of guests attempt to dump the remains of relatives and friends in the Mansion. Due to this ongoing occurrence, Disney has a routine in place for whenever remains are
found. Guess Aunt Donna can’t haunt the Parks from inside
the giant vacuum.

The Old Man

Former Disneyland cast members claim to be privy to the story
of an old man who haunts the Big Thunder Mountain Path.
This path winds around the back of the Big Thunder Mountain
Railroad attraction and connects Fantasyland to Frontierland.
According to the claim, there is a ghost of an old man who
sits on a bench along the path. The same claim states that even
Disneyland cast members choose to avoid the area at night if
possible.

Second ghost to the right...?

This myth has already been debunked, but it’s a favorite due to its references among the MouseWait community.
In this ghost story, it was rumored that there was a ghost
couple that consisted of a tall bald man and a woman with a
lot of hair. They were always the last in line for the ride and
were spotted riding at park closing.
Courtesy of reporting done by Tinky76, it was found that
the couple became engaged while riding Peter Pan, and the
CMs allow them to close it down at night in order to celebrate their love.
So, while they may be living and breathing at the moment, who knows what will happen when they pass on?
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Passing the time: Disney style
Sometimes, lines at Disneyland can just be outrageously long. Three
hours to go on a 2 minute experience? Definitely worth it, but cause
for complaint at the same time. Read how these MouseWaiters pass
the time when waiting for their favorite attraction!

We like to play Fanny Pack Smack. It’s
pretty simple. If you see
someone wearing a fanny pack you get to
smack the other person. Juvenile but don’t
knock it until you’ve tried it. - Sparrow524
I play Call of Duty on my phone! When Indiana
Jones broke down right as we were going to
get on the next jeep, they had to wait 10 mins,
so I took out my phone and started killing Nazi
zombies like a boss. And the Cast Member was
watching me play too!
- AvidDisneyThrifter220

When in line I usually just stare at my
feet and think, feet, don’t fail me now.
- jacdanfan
I like to pick my nose and try to
flick whatever booger you pick
on to the persons hair in front of
you without them knowing.
- slotherini

Embarrassing Disney Stories
We’re all guilty of doing something that we wish we
hadn’t. Look at what these Disney fans did while at the
Happiest Place on Earth
My family and I were standing in line for Mr. Toad’s
Wild Ride when my grandma let one rip. The worst
part was that there was a small child close behind
her. She turned bright red and awkwardly apologized. Later, we couldn’t stop laughing about it.
She apologized, but really, how do you look someone in the eye and say, “Sorry ma’am for farting
on your kid!” Worst part was ... We think we saw
the same woman (parent) later and she gave us
the stink eye (no pun intended). For the record, my
grandma really did feel bad! --Aquata
My husband and I waited in a long line to meet
Jafar. I get really excited when I meet characters,
especially villains. I wasn’t watching where I was
going, and I tripped and fell on my knees right
in front of him. It seemed like hours that I was
just kneeling in front of him, grabbing his tushy
and trying to get my balance. Awkward!!! When I
finally did, he played it off gracefully, but I was so
glad he was wearing a mask and I didn’t have to
look him in the eye. - LittleAprilShowers

I was walking from Tomorrowland and I saw a
man trip on a curb. He fell down in slow motion
and I felt the thump 10 feet away. I walked away
and couldn’t stop laughing. It’s funny to me, embarassing to him.
--BCC

Legend:
= you’ll survive
= shake it off
= ouch!
= just leave the park!
I breastfed both of my daughters. When at
the Parks, I would go to the baby care center if we were on that side of the park. If we
didn’t feel like walking back that way, we
would ride Haunted Mansion. Basically, I
could be comfortable and let it all hang out
in the dark and privacy of my doom buggy.
Little did I know until I joined Mouse Wait
that there were cameras on all the rides.
Oh well!! --RCMom
It was our last day at Disneyland and it was
really busy. We didn’t want to wait in a line,
and saw there was no line at Pirate’s Lair.
We get on the raft....then realize it only takes
you across the river to Tom Sawyer’s Island,
not around the river. We start laughing and
ask the CM if we could ride back to the
other side, having no desire to hike around
because our feet hurt. He said, “Sure, but
you have to go to the back of the line.” So
we get off, go to the back, then get on again.
- PeachKay

My mom lost her diamond ring in the
Mickey and Friends Parking Structure... next thing we knew, we were
crawling on the ground with people
staring at us like we were nuts... we
found it though!
-DonaldMissingPants
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Get your noms on

Monte Cristo Sandwich
Cafe New Orleans

Pasta Your Way
Wine Country Trattoria

Churro
Various carts around the Parks
Try the Lobster Nachos!
Ariel’s Grotto

Chicken Dinner
Plaza Inn

Photos courtesy of Chris., LilSterner and BCC
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Try a fried green tomato
sandwhich!

Bur-r-r Bank Ice Cream may be
gone from the parks, but never
from our hearts!

Catering to food allergies: Staying Dairy Free

By: TiggerTwin
I spent many years of my youth at
Disneyland enjoying the many treats
they have to offer. I looked forward
to Tigger Tales, Mickey Mouse Ice
Cream Sandwiches, Churros, Monte
Cristo Sandwiches and many other
delicious things.
However, when I turned 20 I was
struck by a horrible food allergy
to diary and my first thought was,
“Well, there goes all the great foods
at Disneyland in which I can enjoy!”
At first I was horribly discouraged. I
went to City Hall to see what suggestions they had for me, and while they
offer a wonderful list of the foods that
are gluten free, they do not have such
a list for those of us who are allergic
to dairy.
However after speaking to many of
Disney’s fine chefs I have learned just
what is out there that is safe. I have
come to enjoy the popcorn, which is
vegan and allergy safe, unless you

have an allergy to coconut. I often
will wash down this salty treat with
serving of frozen apple juice and it
makes for a wonderful evening pick
me up. I have also had so many bowls
of freshly prepared fruit from many
restaurants, which to me has tasted
better than any dessert that Disney
has to offer.
So here is my advice to those of
you who also suffer from allergies:
always speak to the chefs! When they
can, they will accommodate your
needs to the best of their ability and
I have had many wonderful dishes
that made for some wonderful Disney
memories.
Do I miss all the amazing treats
that I had before? Absolutely! But, do
I trust that Disney will always come
through for me to make my experience as positive as possible? Always.
Hopefully one day we will see more
vegan/dairy free options in the parks,
but for now this works.
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All Things P ins
Pin Collector of the Month

SillySwings

When did you start and why?
I started in 2010 when I saw how cool it was that guests were
trading and the pins were so neat looking. There is something for
everyone to collect and trade. Also, the interaction between the
guests and CM spark some of the coolest conversations because
a lot of them collect pins themselves and you can show your lanyard off to them..also I love talking to people so its good for me!
How many pins do you have?
152
Any particular trend?
I tend to collect limited edition pins because they are so rare, but
I also have to employ some secret elf action from MWers who
go to the parks to get certain ones for me, and for them I am ever
thankful! I love classic pins, attraction pins and any that might
catch my eye.
Why do you continue to buy them?
I continue to do it because it helps me keep my disney magic
alive while living 2000 miles from DL. Pins are a joy to look at
and a wonderful keepsake that you won’t throw away in a few
years. Each one of my pins has a memory attached to it on why
I traded for it or bought it, there is not one pin I look at and not
remember how I got it. I got a few from fellow MWers as well.
What’s your favorite pin?
Probably my fantasmic pin! I got it from a pin trader by Western
Ho. I also like the lost keys of Disneyland--they’re my favorite
series to collect. I love Christmas pins as well!

How to spot a fake pin
By: StrawberryGuy
Here are easy ways to spot whether or not a pin is
fake.
1) If you gently drop a pin it should sound something
like a coin when it hits a hard surface. Some fake pins
sound more like a checkers gamepiece.
2) If its too good to be true, it probably is. This pin is
stamped limited 1000. If this were true, it probably
wouldnt end up on a CM lanyard, or have so many
suspicious flaws. I believe the LE1000 stamp means
it is more likely a counterfeit than a scrapper.
3) Some fake pins have a fake Mickey pattern like the
one we see here. The Mickeys are smaller than they
should be, and also the ears are not shaped or spaced
correctly.
4) If the mickey pattern doesnt reach the edge, that
may not necessarily mean it is a fake pin, from what
I have heard some scrappers have this flaw as well.
Everyone feel free to add your own info or opinion!
Happy pin hunting!

Trading Etiquette

---To trade a pin with a Disney cast member, the pin must be
made of metal and have a representation of a Disney character,
park, attraction, icon, or other official affiliation. Additionally,
the pin must have a Disney copyright on its back.
---Guests must trade with Cast Members, one pin at a time, with
the pin back in place (pins have functional sharp posts)
---Guests can make up to 2 pin trades per cast member per day.
---Refrain from touching another person’s pins or lanyard, ask to
see the pin so they can bring the pin into closer view.
---The pin that is traded to the cast member cannot be a duplicate of any pin they already have on their lanyard.
---No money can change hands on Disney property in exchange
for a pin.
Word of the month
---Scrapper Pin - A Scrapper pin is an unauthorized pin. Many
of the molds Disney uses to make pins are not destroyed after the
creation of its pin order, and bootlegs are created. This practice
has flooded the Disney parks and secondary markets like eBay
with cheap imitations, mostly of Cast lanyard pins and mystery
release pins. Some are sold on eBay or found in the parks before
the real pins are even released.
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Quick Guide: VINYLMATIONS
By: CaliCanuck

So what is a vinylmation?
A vinylmation is a small, Mickey shaped figurine that is painted
to look like different characters, attractions or themes. They can either be purchased in blind boxes from a series (you do not know what
you’re buying until after you open it) or through open view boxes,
which are typically more expensive.
The very first Vinylmation ever released was a blank, white 3” vinyl. It debuted on November 7, 2008 during Disney World’s annual
Festival of the Masters, a free public festival in Downtown Disney.
What started with a blank, white Mickey Mouse figure has grown
into hundreds of figures of all types, for all types of collectors. There is
a vibrant Vinyl trading community that has formed, similar to that
of pin trading. Just be careful, because after you buy one, you’re sure
to go for more.

What is a variant?
Some of the more recent
series have included one or
more variant; basically the
same design, but modified
slightly. Variants can be
as hard to find as a chaser.
These vinyls, like Pinocchio
to the left, are very rare.

FAQ About Vinylmations

What is a “series”?

Generally, series have a common theme. For instance, the
Park series take their designs from various attractions/lands
from the Disney Parks around the world, and the Alice in
Wonderland series has characters such as The Mad Hatter and Cheshire Cat. Others, like the Urban series, have
much more variety, and no real theme. Some other themes
include Astrology and Tunes. These series are “open
window” meaning you know exactly what you are picking
while the others are mystery boxes.

What if I don’t like the mystery box I choose?

It states on the box, no returns or refunds, but this is where
the fun of trading comes in.

How do I trade?

There are several ways to trade vinylmations. If you are
at Disneyland, go to D-Street, or the Disney Stores (local
and DTD). Often there
are clear trading cases
that have 3 vinylmaitions you can see and
decide to trade with.
Be aware that you are
limited to one trade
per person per store
per day. Often there
are traders who will
be outside of D-Street
This is a great way to
meet other traders, and
get a feel for what is
most desired.

Out with the old, in with the new
5
1

The Old

The New

VS

4

3

2

There is a bit of controversy among the vinlymation community
regarding the change of mold used. Originally the mold had a more
defined Mickey shape, but the new one is more streamlined.
I can’t remember exactly which series marked the beginning of the
new mold, but this is the standard now. Some collectors have stopped
collecting all together because of this change. I’d list off all the series,
but there are too many! As far as value goes, the older park/urban series
(1 & 2 for sure) and retired series are harder to trade for, and much more
valuable.

What’s different between the new and the old?
New Mickey doesn’t have eyes (1), pants buttons (2), gloves (3), or a
nose (4) and it has a slightly larger head (5)
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Disney California Adventure

The Partner’s Statue

Rapunzel during Soundsational

Playful Brothers

Big Thunder Mountain Railroad

The Hub at Closing
Photos courtesy of Chris.

Opening View at the Park
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Snow White’s Wishing Well

New Orleans Square

The Happy Couple

The Evil Queen

The Rivers of America
California Screamin’

Photoscourtesy
provided
by Chris
Photos
of Chris.

World of Color
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Disclaimer: The Disney name, logo, characters and Parks are all
owned by The Walt Disney Company. Any photos included in the
magazine were printed with permission or obtained from public
sources. The content of this publication will not be sold for profit.

